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Paris Confeence to Bild Upon Annapolis's &sults

Minister of Fordgn and Hiropean Affairs
Bemard Kouchne attended the Annapolis
Conference an November 27 at the UB.Naval
Academy. The onference was manizd by
Seretary Rce under the auspies 6 President

Bush, and brought togeher Isradi Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert and Rilesinian
Presicent MahmoudAbbas in his camity as
Chairman d the PIO Executive Gommittee
and Resicnt of Palesinian Authority, to lay
the foundaion for a pocess 6negotiation in
furtherance d the gal o two Staes|srad and
Palesine. Having made two trips © the egon

eatier this year Minister Kouchner's presece
at the onference maked his ersanal @m-
mitment, and that é France, to peace in the
Middle East. Distinguishel guests inaded
U.N. Seretary Ban Ki-moon, former prime
minister Tony Bair, as vell as epresatatives fom more than 40 cuntries,

including SwdiArahia, Syiia, Russiaand China,among othes.

The @nference culminaéd in a jant staement signed by Rime Minister
Olmert and Residnt Abbasdedaring that toth paties "&press [the] deter-
mination to bring an @d to bloodshel, suffering and dcades & conflict
between our peples;to ushe in a nev @a d peae,base on freedan, securi-
ty, justice, dignity, resged and nutual recogition; to propagate a cultre d
peae and naviolence;to cnfront terrorism and inciement, whether com-
mitted by Ralesinians o Isradis. In furtherane d the gal o two staes lving
side by sick in peace and seurity, [they] agee © immeliately laund good
faith, bilateral negotiations in ader to cnclude @re issieswithout excepton,”
and that,"the final ppace sétlement will estalish Ralesine as a hmeland for
the Rilesinian pegole ust asdrad is the hondand for the &wish pegple.”

The ageement commits both paties b immediately implement ther
resgective dligations under the performance-basd road map b a grmanent
two-stae solition to the bradi-Palesinian @nflict, issied by the Quatet on
April 30,2003.In addition, the jant agreement cals for the estalishment of a
steeing ommittee, led jointly by the hed of each delegation of eah paity,
who will meet on a bweekly basis.The seeing mmmittee will devéop a jant
work plan,as vel as estdish and @ersee the vork of negotiations eams ¢
address dlissies.The first sessiotook place an Decenber 12.

Frane sipports the estdishment of an independent, soverégn, viable,
democratic and padul stae d Palesine and érad's right to live within
defined borders. "We can findy laund a pocess that Wi resole the ol@st
conflict in the regon," Minister Kouchner announed at the onference, char-
acteizing the onflict as me that "fués al othe crises in the Midle East and
crystalizes so mch hated, antagnism and so manrifts."

The Fench minister lauded misters Amert andAbbas ér maintaining and
deepaing the dialgue and the rgotiations that mae the ageement possilbe,
and cded upon the inemational @mmunity to play a ole in the pocess.
Undersmring Frane and the &opean Uhion's detemination to mntribute ©
the peae dforts, Minister Kouchner announed that Fench Presicent Frane
Nicolas @&rkozy, at the equest ¢ the Rilesinian auhorities,would hold an
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Mr. Bernard Kouchner held a joint pr - ess briefing with Mr . Tony

Blair, Quartet’ s special envoy for the Middle East, and Mr

Gabhr Stoere, Norwegian Minister of For eign Af fairs in pr epara-
tion of the confer ence of donors for the Palestinian State.

intemational donors ©nference for the
Palesinian Sta¢ a1 Decenber 17 in Raris.

The dnors onference is the largst sine
the ;e hdd in 1996and is leing arganizd in
close oopemtion with: the Ralesinian
Authority; Quartet Represatative Tony Bair;
Norway, which is dairing the @nors' Ad Hoc
Liaism Committee; and the Hropean
Commissian.

Mr. Kouchner stressd that the fist @ncrete
decisins D be talen,amang which indude:pro-
viding budgetary wpport enalding the
Palesinian Authority to meet the most pessing
needs, a list d economic projects that can &
implemented immediately, and a o6llow-up
mechanism 6br using the aid."Everything must
be ranspaent for the cbnors,and ttus,for glob-
al pulbic opinion. [...] Generally speaking"
Minister Kouchner asseed, "Paris must assist the edemination of the
Palesinians in Iging down the oncrete bundaions d therr Stae," @ding that
the Rilesine Stag," in order to be vable,must ke alte 0 rely on territorial @nti-
nuity, an @en economy, strong and in@pendent institutions and #icient infra-
structures. Our backing must povide assistamcr the Rilesinian Authority's
efforts in this aea,notally by providing it
with the meansa enforce resgd for law
and ader within its territory."

To this ed, Minister Koudhner cited
two chalenges that fee Ralesine and rad,
sdtlements and érrorism."That is the aim
of the Raris Gnference," Kouchner empha
sizd. "Let us esure that oncrete resilts
nurture hge and bang daiy lives &
Palesinians. We can povide you with
guamntees,including the dispah of inter-
national troops,to exsure resgd for ary
ageanent you finaly mndude. We can
hdp you legitimize the ompromises and
painful rerunciaions that ae neessay to
finding ary soltion.”

"We want paticipaton to be as densive
as mwssitke,” Mr. Kouchne dedared. "The
concrete — and financial — wolvement of
the entire intematonal ommunity will
indeel be decisive. It will be [decisie], of
course,in reaching a targt amount. But the
amlbition of the Raris Gonference is loader:
The da¥ life d the Rilesinians,camprising
frustration and misgy, must hiang — as
quickly as pssitte."

For more information, please isit:
www.ambafane-us.ag.
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LE WEB3 CONFERENCEMAKES
PARIS THE Buzz OF THE INTERNET

Loic Le Meur hosts 4th
edition of the W eb3
Conference.

The fourth edition of Paris's popular
LeW\eb3 conference took place on
December 11 and 12, hosting over
1,400 attendees fiom around the
world. Organized by the weblog
software company SixApart and ani
mated by Fench entepreneur and
blogger Loic Le Meutthe conference
made Paris the capital of the \igb for
two tightly-packed days, in which
entrepreneurs, bloggers, social-
media developers and intemet
enthusiasts all gatheed together.

Originally known asLesBlogsthe
conference has changed its name
over the years, continually evolving
to highlight the latest technological
developments and addess the influ
ence of blogs on communications
and society This yearthe conference
was devided into 20 to 30 minute
segments covering a wide variety of
topics, including technology's impact
on corporate culture, the effects of
social media, evolving engpreneur
ship, intemet pollution, and the pos-
sibilities of a virtual world economy
Meanwhile, a series of accompany
ing workshops addessing topics
such as: digital media, virtual worlds,
and mobile and web convergence
will take place. Highlights included
presentations by guest speakers
Nelson Mattos of Google and Dan
Rose of Facebook, in addition to Le
Meur's own presentation for
Seesmic, a video-based social medi
um launched by the entepreneur
earlier this year iwwsesmic.om).

The event took place at Les
Docks, a thee-loom conference cen
ter wedged between television and
film production studios in La Plaine-
St. Denis. Thoughout the two days,
the complex was buzzing with par
ticipants who had come flom
around the world to network and
leam more about the ethical issues,
innovations, and future develop
ments of web technology.
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Fance's Bw Combat féllcopter [Bcomes @erational

The nev Fench "’ 'i
Army hdicopter,

-
Le Tigre became b ‘

opemtional at the - -
end o Novamber |
aftr two yeas d
flight tests.The
first pilots vho
will operate it ae
currently under-
gang fraining at
the Fench-German flight sdool in Luc-en-Provence (Fane).
Marufectured by EirocopterLeTigreis the podud of a jant
French-Geman cevdopment efort. The hdicopte in itsdf rep-
resats a sméatewolution sin@ its edinology is vorthy o a fight-
er aircraft and its fligt capalbiities ae \ery similar b those ban
aerdoaic plane.The airto-air ombat and fie sipport heicop-
ter featues lov detecahlity (by visual redar and infared), which

New combat helicopter
became operational in late
November .

, Le Tigre,

provides ér excelent survivahlity on the battléield, maximum
efficiency d the weans and the assiakd fire-ontrol sysems
without heavier workload for the cew,and an ptimized logistics
concept offering minimum possessioasts.

S far the ountries avaiing ddivery o the nev hdicopter
incdude Fane, Gamary, Spain andAustralia. By the ed o
2008an entire French Army Aviation Regment will be ejuipped
with the nev machine.

The hidnly sghisticaied man-mahine interface in the odkpit
provides an impesste amount information for pilots. The hé
icopte boasts a fing sidnt with 3 sesas:infrared, TV camea and
dired optical danné The 30mm gun fe,for instane,is deter-
mined by the maement of the pilot's hémet. On the ednical
leve, LeTigreis extremdy reactive thanksd its exgine powe —
it can @en perform a 360 dgre urn on the spt.

This hdicopter will engender a nev gneration of formidakle
fight capaliities ér militaries,nduding the Fench Armed Force.
Fa more information, please ist: wwweurocopter.com.

Embassy ofrlance Hbsts Cebate on Bad &fety

A dinne-debae o the thene d road saély was hid at the Rsidnece d Fran@ inWashingbn, D.C., on Decenber 11,to raise ware-
ness atit roed sagty issies vithin the E.Uand the US.and b identify possilte salitions.The eent was oganizd by the Embassyf o
Frane with the sipport of the European @mmissian, in coopegton with the Assaiaion for Safe htemational Road Trave (ASIRYT).

Guest spalers at the dinneinduded: the Ambassdors d Frane and Brtugal, PigreVimont and d&o DeValera; Deputy Heal
of the Delegation of the Eiropean @mmissia to the US. Angdos Ringatis; US Deputy Scretary of Transmrtation, Vice Admiral
Thomas JBarett; US Rep. dmes @erstar Chairman d the House Tansprtation and hfrastucture Gmmittee; and the Residnt
of ASIRT, Rohdle $bd and he husband.Other disinguishel guests ifaded represetatves fom most EU mbassies in
Washingbn, road saéty experts from the DOT, theWorld Bank,and menbers d ASIRT.

The spalers,eah aldressing the indtives unertaken in ther regons and agas bexpertisewele unanimous in theviews that
road safty demands ogoing dforts cespite sigificant pogress mae in mary aeas.The Embassyfd-rane's Tansprtation
Counséor, Danid Galitert, preseted staistics br the period 2001-2006he pincipal mdoility saéty issies and soe amlitious po-
posalsdr addressing tha.

Fa exampleFrane,althoudh sill with 4,709 oad deaths in 2006ias leen alde © shav a 42.3%adudion in fataliies sine 2001,
thereby approading the EC targ of a 50% edudtion by 2010These esilts hae keen achieved by campaigs br sedbdt use and
against dunk driving, and seele campdowns o spealing with increasd radar dedks and atomatc fining.

The dhak's ondusians odlined the tialenges ér rapid implenentation of road safty soltions,such as the hanonizaion of
all driving licenses in E.Land USwith regard to both training and mdical lecquirements, speel radars linked to atomaited penalty
sysEms at serage inenals & agproximately 30 milesand the aforcement of existing regulaions br weaing sedtdts and hinets,as
wel as the phibition of mobile phones vhile diving. On the edinological siek,the mandahg o ABS (aritock braking sgems) as an
industry standadl was pposel as king easya do and datively afbrdabde.Fa more inbbrmation, pleaseigit: wwwambafan@-us.ag.

France dins U.S. and @many inVirtual Researh

La Bbliotheque Natonale @ Fane
(French  National Lilrary), the
Deusde Nationalbbliothek (Geman
National Library) and the Libary o
Congress ecatly signed a menoran
dum o understanding ¢ expand and
enhane the Virtual Intematonal
Authority File /1AF), building upon a
previous leseah project devéoped by
the Online ©@mputer Library Reseath
Center basd in Dublin, Ohio. The
VIAF project digitally mmbines nuilti-

sants a sigificant sgp toward interop-
erablity amang library catalguing
agncies. The nev patnership will
enabde loth uses and libaries o
reseah a sintg name okeyword and
receie esllts from al three libraries.
The aldition of content from the
Bibliotheque Nationale is the inial
sk in expanding the Igbal sope d
theVIAF. The databaseonks ty link-
ing Geman, Endish and [ench
namesdr the same ard, which po-

VIAF will enable citizens thr oughout France,
the United States and Germany to access bib -

liographic information fr om each of the

national libraries.

ple-soucal authority files inb a singe sevice. The lang- erm
gaal d the poject is D creae a fee worldwide sevice that vill
enalde uses b look up bbliographic informaton without hav-

ing © worry alout how to format the seah terms.VIAF epre-

vides loade resilts from al three databaseglAF is epectel to
offer the samedvantags 6 an @en wider assaement of lan-
gua@ @mmunities in the fture.Fa more infbrmaton, please
visit: wwwwbnf.fr or wwwods.ag.



France & America

Frenchwarship Celivers 10,000 Books toigadantaged UEhildren

This Ghristmas,Santa Qaus is le@ang his eindee behind
and hithing a ide o ... a Fench warship! The Janne
d'Arc, a hdicopter carier which seves as aaining ship ér
French navy midshipmnen, will dock into New York Harbor
on Fiday, Decenber 28, carying over 10,000 boks s
tined for disadvantagd American stdents, giving new
meaning © the epressiom "turning swords in
ploughshaes." e Fench books, including didionaries
and extbooks, but also ne@ds and omic books,will be
offered to the dildren patticipating in New York's nevly
launched Fench-Endish dual-languag pograms,as vell
as b New Orleans duools cevastaed by hurricane Katrina.
A delegation of students from the drdan L.Mott Middle
Sdool (CIS 22) in the Bnx,one d the three sbools that hae
launched a Fench-Endish dual-languag pogram this yar
(the othe two are PS 125 in &lem and PS 58 inrBoklyn),
will be wecomed on-board the ship at 2:001m. on Decenber
28.Following a erformane by ther shool band and eour of
the two French ships (thekanne d'Eewill be @campanied by
the antsubmarine destoye Geoges kyguey they will take
ddivery o the ooks a behalf of all the sbools involved. Sxty

of the 80 cates vill remain in New York, while the est vill be
shipped ovelland © New Orleans.

This urusual dHivery was iniiated, coodinated and
finanaed by the @iltural Snices & the Fench Embassyout
the looks thensdves hee keen donated by two French assoi-
ations, Adiflor and Bblionef. Both specializ in poviding
French-languag toks that a& éther new o in excelent con-
dition to needy dildren throughout the world. The Fench
Embassy'sootribution comes in ddition to the $100,000 the
French govenment has ecetly eamarked to support dual-
languag pograms in Nw York Gty pubic sdools.

Sudents paticipatng in these dal-languag pograms
are patially immesel in a Fench-languag ewironment,
with half of ther classes taking @ in Fench, and halfin
Endish. They ae epectal to becane ompletely hlingual
after five yeas d such hilingual elucaton.

The Janne d'fe will renain maored in New York until
Jruary 2 at Pie92 (West 52th $ee). It will be @en for vis-
its by New York area tildren leaning Fench and thé parents
from Decenber 29-31 (shools wth Fench-languag po-
grams vill receie the neessay regstration information).

Ameican ClassidMest #le Sory, Takes Centert&ge in Rris

The Théatre du Chéatelet in Paris will be celebrating the 50th

anniversary of West Side Story thr ough January 1.

To maik the 50th anniersary of West &le $ory,
one d the kest knavn works by American ©om-
pose and plgwright Leacnard Bemsten, the
Théate du (atelet in Paris is puting on the
"original ersion" of the musical though
January 1.The doreogiaphy o Jerane Robbins,
who passe avay in 1998 has leen reusel for
this perfomane by Robbins' former assistant,
Jog McKneely. The sg costumes and ligts,
howeverhave keen redesigned for this run. The
musical was ppeled to intemational recogni-
tion and fame a# the asbunding siccess bthe
film by the same nameyhich gamered 10
Oscas, basél on Bemstein's work and diected
by Robbins and Rbert Wise in 1961West &le

Sory estalished new standadls br Broadwvay musicals and isoosidered one d the most inflential shavs in Boadway
history. The nrusical bok to the stag in Raris in its giginal Endish but with French aubtities on November 20.

French Rpresented atorld Language Coemntion inTexas

TheAmerican @uncil on the Bahing o Foragn Languags (ACTFL) héd its 41st Gnvention andWorld Languag in &n
Antonio, Texasfrom Novenber 16 b Novenber 18.The anmial ®nvention offers mae than 700 pgram sessits and vark-
shgos vhere members and gperts in the fidd shae ther reseash, dassoom experience and lest pactces.This year's dpic
was "the usefeideo in languag d¢asses" andoased over 250 hibiting @mpanies and nebr 9,000 meabers.

ACTFL aimsa provide eahers and dministrators wth a wide \ariety of professimal deveéopment opportunities,
including training and ertification programs in @dition to maerals and ¢cnology for dassoom use.

This year the Fench languag was epresated by the Fench Pamvlion, whose ghibitors induded the Embassyfo
Frane,Bayard PresseHadtete Editon, the Fench Alliance,the AmericanAssaiaton of Teachers d French (AATF), TV5
Monde, Prométour, the House & Frane,the Offie d Tourism o Bdgium, CLE htemational and elcee,amang othes

within the Eiropean Rwilion.

This years ACTFL onvention also seved as adrum for the Embassyfd-rane © presat its nev campaig; "The
World Speaks Fench," an inifative o promote the sidy o French languag and Fench-speaking culiresand b increase
the rumber of students erolling in Fench programs naibnwide. The later initiative is a panership between the

Embassy foFrance in the US.and theAATE
For more information, please igit: www.actfl.org.

FrROM VERSAILLESTO
WASHINGTON: GEORGETOWN
RECEIVESITS
OWN EcLAT
The court of
\ersailles has
awed and
inspired gener
ations of archi- 4

tects and artists #‘_és =

since it became

R -
-  S—

acenter of cut  An élat framer uses
ture in the 18th-century fram -
early 1600s. In  ing techniques.
1791, Fench

architect Piere Charles L'Enfant
designed the city of \\Ashington
accouing to the layout of the palace
of Versailles, and this Novembera
new artistic influence fom the home
of the French kings came to
Washington. L'Eclat de verrgfounded
in Versailles in 1975, is a specialty art
and framing atelier which employs
18th-century Fench framing tech
nigues and is now a stoe in
Washington, D.C. L'Eclat de verre
offers numeious educational and cul
tural opportunities to educate guests
and spead knowledge of Fench
framing techniques used over a cen
tury ago. The stoe hosts various
hands-on workshops as well as ttae-
hour private lessons with a fnch
master framer Noteworthy events
include an antique frame exhibition by
Bill Adair a gilder conservator and
frame historian of intemational repute
who got his start at the Smithsonian
Institution at the National Portrait
Gallery in Washington, and a pesen
tation by Etienne \an den Driessche, a
painter from \ersailles. For more
information, please visit:
www .eclatdeverre.com/us.

FRENCH MATH GENIUS BREAKS
WOoRLD RECORD IN NYC

Alexis Lemag, the Fench math prodi-
gy who already holds several world
recods, beat his own ecord this
November in New rk when he cat
culated the 13th oot of a randomly
generated 200 digit number in
just 72 seconds. The answer
2,397,207,667,966,701, when multi-
plied by itself 13 times equals the ran
domly generated number given to
Lemaie, which required a full 17 lines
of a computer sceen to display The
Fenchman, a 27-yeaold graduate
student studying artificial intelligence
in Reims, claims that he uses his own
"artificial intelligence” system in his
mind to come up with answers to such
complex questions in a matter of sec
onds. The genius has ditulty explain
ing the methods he uses to perform
such feats, stating that he transforms
the numbers he sees into other forms
for memorization and processing.
Though he admits he is gifted, Lemadr
cites years of rigoous practice as hav
ing also factored in to his performance.
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Christmas In France

Tis the seasdo ke joly,and dlaround the verld pegle ae £ding the holidgt spiit. Christmas in Fan@,or No€Jdaes bek to the Rmanswho introduced
Christmas cusims b the ountry. The fist Ghristmas eebration took place in 496 Wwen Qovis,King d the Fanksand his 3,000dops vere bagized an
Christmas Dg in Rims.Bishgp Rémi he purposdy dosa the dg o the Nativity for this @renony. In the enturies thatdllowed, Christmas hasrénsbrmed
into both a seular and digious holidg that is debrated throughout Frane,though with regonal \ariations,during a seasoof giving, joy,and meriment.

Christmas is the mostidely clebrated religious holidy in Fane during the vinter seasn. Typicaly, churches in Fane hae a smal
nativity sene displged insice an Christmas Ee,and ace it was cusim in sane regons D place a e infant in theocréhe(manger sene) dur-
ing la Mess de Nhuit (Midnight Mass) ® synbolize the bajp &ss.In addition to dhurch naivities,mary families in Povence,southwesern
Frane,creat smder versions d the naivity sene at hane,complete with petit terra-mtta figuiines — @picting saintssheoherds,and the
Mag — caled sanbns or "little saints.'Sanbnsa Rovencal caft datng bak to the 17th entury, are ypicaly represatations d the holy fam
ily as el as paple d the \illage:the maor, the priest,the baler,the famer, the tutcher, policeman and the miér. Snce 1803a spgcial san

tonfair has leen hdd in Marselle during the manth of Decenber, bu the rue sanbncapital d the world is the nedsy town of Aubage.
Following la Mese de Nhuit for those viho ae pracicing, families smetimes pepare me d largest and most imprtant meals bthe sea
s, le rédllon. This lae-night supper varies acording o the egon. In Alsace,a goose is seed as the mainaurse while in Bittany, buckwheat
Santons can be repre- cakes vith sour ceam ae dishd up © hungry guestsTurkey and dieshuts ae the taditional fae d holiday-goers in Birgundy, but in
sentations of the Holy Paris and the srrounding regon the mewu often consists 6oysters,foie gasand the taditional Blde de €| or Yule log cale. The sveet
family as well as mem - gmnge cale is filed with cémeandchomlatin the shap d a lay and sgnbolizes thevule log that mce turned in the heath from Christmas

bers of the village. Ewe © New Year's D& In addition, the holiday feast can also ihae hampaudin danc(white pudding)cale,fruits and vine.
Fa more inbrmation on Christmas in Fane@,induding Fench caols,pleaseisit: wwwdiplomate.guv.fr.

Winter Window Wonderland

From smal chooolaie shps b the
grands magsingdepatment sores)Jes
vitrines de BElin Frane ae datorately
deconted eah year This pacice tales
on extraadinary proportions in Rris,
where sone d the most famousepart-
ment sbres hie atists and dsigea's b
transbrm thar window displgs inb
animaed senes that capre the imag
natons d adults and bildren alike.
This year's thene at the
Galeies Lafgete in Raris isNoél
Brillant, or Sparkling Chistmas
Itsvitrines(window displgs) reweal a sges d playful and deamlile animagd senes

Saint Nicolas and &e Noél
Santa QausFathe Christmas St.Nick — the figue who krings dildren gfts for
Christmas is kman throughout the vorld, but when and haov he omes aries as
much as his name.
On Christmas Dg, French dhildren, like thér counteparts a&ross the
Atlantic, wale up vith excitenent to disove the dfts that lePée Noél(literaly,
“Fathe Christmas) brought them. However, fo sane
of these laildren, this is the s#nd time in the math
of Decenbe that they hare avoken to find dfts let
ovenight: in same pats d Frane,Sint Nicolas stips
by weeks lefore @inta daus passes.
The tadition of Saint Nicolas is @ebrated on
Decenber 6,la Saint-Nbdas(St.Nicholas's Dg), par
ticulafty in nathern Fran@. Saint Nicolaspom in the
4th entury in the sméalillage d Pataia in malem-day
Turkey, delicaed his lie b the mor and the mek as aj

Department stor es in Paris and thr oughout
France put on their Christmas displays. Galeries
Lafayette is one of several in Paris.

bishgp. Fatron and potecta of children, Saint Nicolas is most famous imadhe
for saing three diildren from an @il butcher, a legend popularized by a vel-
known dhildren's sog.

During the nidpt of Decenber 5-6,Saint Nicolas ides anund an his dnkey
leaving smdl gfts and teats dr children in shees I& by the figplace the nigt
befoe.Like @inta daus in the Wited Staes,Saint Nicolas @ly krings dfts for
godl dhildren. Far the naudty,insteal o a Lmp d caal,he leses thosettidren
tole Péz Fuetard (the Whipping Fathe), who traves with le Pée Noél b spank
children who mistehave.

Why cb Sint Nicolas ande Pee Noéboth kring dfts in Decenba? Oiginally,
only Sint Nicolas gisied, and Qiristmas was anxelusively rdigious holida.
Accoring © Lexiogos Saint Nicolas anssd theAtlantic with the Dutch — who
caled him Snteklaas— to America, whae he cameotbe asstaed with
Christmas and has sieeolved into the plimp joly red felow whose hedy laudn
and sek of goadies edchant diildren everywhere.In the fiist halfof the 20th entu-
ry, the mpular himney-diving &nta Qaus saile a sligh high over the Atlantic
back to Eirope,becaning popular in Fane afer World War I1.

— fresh fom the imagnations d Tulip Santene and Bloé Fabre — @canted with a
gleaming vhite spakle and a firry of snonflakes.The huilding itsdf is overeal by
23,000 sgare fd of lights in a dicate lacing cesigned by Valeio Fest.

Other Parisian @partment sbres —Au Rrintemps,Le Bon Marché and b Bazar @ 'HOE de
Ville (BHV) — also pdicipate in this holidg tradition. BHV is @ebrating with the thene Noél
2007 auds de NE(Chiisimas 2007 in theuhd dChrisimag, where egh window is a pagjin the
sbry d Christmas and irlades a &hta hidén sonenhere in the sae br children to find.

Howeverles gands maasinsare not the aly anes b illuminate the @y o Light: the
Averue ces Gamps-Byséesdatues 415rees overel by mae than me milion lights.
While twice as may Rarisian steds ae ceckel out with lights @mpared with last yar
the cily reduced energy @sts ly 70 rcent by using édinological innov/ations b mnseve
energy, a sep that alows the ciy to preseve this annal rradition while reducing its
impact on the evironment.

Christmas Markets

© Feuillu/Flickr

Markes in Fane@ can b bund yearround,but are paticulady ukiquitous in the vinter months,when they transbrm into smdlfesivals omplete
with light shavs and paacesas vel as the sntis,tases and sounds the holidy seasa

Stastourg, a city an the Geman torder,is dten prodaimed the "Gpital d Christmas” lecause fits longstanding ttedition of putting on the
largest and oldst @ristmas maket in Frane (437 gas old).History has it that the sameearcan fadaim to the fiist lecordel apeaane d the
Christmas tee apin de bE) in Fan@ (se NFF 06.13).

To the nath, the city o Amiens,in the Picadie redon, hosts the lagst Grristmas maket in northern Frane,with more than 100 stalr over
500 mechantsHere,hundreds d Christmas gods ae ught and soldrangng from spi@s © anaments,mulled wine (se pag 5) piescookies,
toys,treesdothing and moe.

Shoppers visit the Christmas
market in Strasbourg.
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As winter approadesthe Fench channé the holidg spiit through a rumber of other scial,religious,and culural festvities and éebrations.

TheTréwe des @hfigurs,or Christmas Tuce,signifies theime between Christmas and M Year's D where al political and pofessioal work-rdated activity is @couraged
to bemise @ ®mmd or "slowved down" in place d more seasw@l ativitieslts aigins lie notaly in the 1915 militar ease-fies lstween French and Geman toops diringWorld
War |,when soldigs pu down ther weapns br a holidy exchange d hamshiscuitswine and ognac. Today, thetréweis a ime for family catheings and pleases dthe talte,
patticularly holidy sveds pepared by the I@alconfigies(cand/ shes) andpaiselies(baleries).

This ime d year povides an pportunity for citizens b reach out to friends and famyl. Cartes deoeix (greetng cads) in Fan@ ae ave d the ountry's geaest sgnbols
of holiday hear and fiendship esgcialy in wale d the New Year Cartes deoaix lend themséves o the @casio to express bst vishesdr the holidy seasoand br the om-
ing New Year vith a simple Joyases Fét (Seasa's Geeings) and Bonnes Fés deifr d'’Annéé (Happy Holidays).Cards can b set as la¢ asahuary 31,a radition that dif
fers fiom the &pectel imetable for greetng cad exchanges in the LS.

Although Christmas has aif hisbry in Fane and is thenpdaminant holidyy o the seasgHarukkah,a &wish holidy stating in ealy Decenber,and KvanzaagnAfrican
cultural holidy that @ebratesAfrican heitage (this ar it tales plae fiom Decenber 23 b &ruary 1),are also @ebrated by sone in Fane.

Wintery Activities

With the @ming o the New Year many Fench look toward the holidy
seasn as aitme d renewal,as vel as me b escap the lustle d city life.
For adventure-selers, Frane is ical br al sats d outdoor physical
activity during the wnter months.From theAlps © the Brenees Frane's
mary mountains povide a pléhora d activities mngng from cross-oun-
try skiing mushing wth sled dogs, snavmobiling, spelunking (cae-
exploration), and ski-joéing (skiing kehind a hase in a flat fie). If ski
ing is a lastasat, Frane dfers a mmber of altematives to seor the wn-
ter wonderand. Mountain-top calins,for example tender rest and @ax
ation to skies afer a lng dyy
on the slpes o simply an
escap into the wldemess
with friends and famil.

For those vho cannot
trade the uban ciyscag or
a snovy rural landscag, hol-
iday events in bwn can k&
just as pituresagie and sjoyable. During the winter months, cities thoughout Frane @en public ice finks,trans
forming la gande faa, or town square,into a wnter wonderand. Paris's Gty Hall rink, which also &fers a lige
course b children under 12,is me d several ieeskaing rinks lacaked in the capitalSkaters in Djon, Burgundy, dide
to the sent of freshy baled gngerbreal during the veek-long Spie Festval in Decenber.

The Ministry of Educafon provides a tw-week break — this gar fom Decenber 22 b Anuary 7 — br students ~ Winter sports such as skating and sled -
to be with friends and famif during the seaso Sane stidents, for example,use thé first week df to sgend time  ding make for a popular pastime in cities
with family, taking alvantag d the mary wintery activities diring ChristmasMary high stool and ollege stidents 1 oughout France. This rink, located in
will use the smnd week © cdlebrate the ugoming New Year ly traveing with or visiting friends at gtheings and 0"t of Pariss City Hall. is frequented by

. . . both young and old.
various saial ouings.

Eat, Drink and Be Merry

In addition to the seaswl pasties,such as theBide de Néland redgonal dishes seed during the holidgs (se pag 4),the Fench enjoy
mary beveages andapéitifs to complement ther dining experience during this ime o the year Muscalet, Anjou, Sauterne and
Champage flowv freey during the seasoalangside the caols d holiday cheer. The Fench also wet ther palete with the trradition-
al holideay favorite,mulled wine (pictured to the iight). This basy winter beveage,whose ecipe daes bak to the Rman ea,is usi-
ally a ed wine heagd with sugar, honey and cinnama spi@. It is dten consumed as a "tagt means bwaming onesd up afer a
long d& oudoors and pas well with a plae d freshy baled gngerbreal, cookies,or cale o a snavy afemoon.
Holiday festvities in Fan@  not necessaity end with Christmas and Mw Year'sIn fact, they diten last thoughout January with the
traditional Feast dthe Bpiphary, or Little Christmas,a holy festval hanoring the thiee wise ma that camed the
baby kais.The Bpiphary has ke cdebrated sin@ the 18thentury in Fane — taditionally on January
6, althoudh the custm is sanetimes atended throughout the math — with the Galdte des &s
(King's cak — pidured to the Idt). The Galdte des @isis typicaly filled with frangpane (almad
pase) in nathern regons d Frane,or fruit filling in the sothern regons,and bpped with a flaky pas
try. Befoe bakinga 'fe\e' — a smadlchina figuine — is hid@n in thegaleéteand dfers the posped of bringing good
luck to whomever finds it in ther slice. The Licky guest \wo gets the piee with the fewe is cowned "king" br the dy
and dooses his upen amag the othe guestsln turn, the oyal ®uple nust host the fiphany cdebration the bl-
lowing year b keep this yumny long-standing tadition alive. This @lebration takes plae al over France in families,
as vel as letween friends and wrk mlleagueslt has also nde its wg into American taditions:the King's Gike is
seved in Louisiana ® mak the kegnning of Mardi Gras.

Chalets are a popular escape for tourists and locals to enjoy the winter holidays.

© Mariurupe
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Citroén's new car , presented for
the first time in Shanghai.

The Fench company Michelin hosted
its 9th annual "Challenge Bibendum"
from November 14 to 17 in Shanghai,
China, to promote sustainable oad
mobility. The event is a concerted
effort by vehicle manufactuers, tech
nical partners, energy suppliers and
reseach institutes to provide political
and economic decision-makers with
the latest vehicle technology to
help achieve cleaner more fuel-
efficient, means of transportation

The Shanghai 2007 event cented
around the issue of how to leverage
advanced technology to addess an
ever gowing demand for road
mobility. One of the main challenges
that sustainable development faces,
accoding to the Challenge, is the
rapid growth economies, such as
China and India, and the exponen
tial motorization and urbanization
that accompanies such gowth.

This year's Challenge featwd over
150 cars flom manufacturers
throughout France, China, the U.S.,
Italy and Germany among others,
which exhibited the latest technole
gy to address sustainability concess.
French company PSA Peugeot
Citroén displayed seeral vehicles,
including its prototype electric hybrid
307 Hybride HDI and C-Métisse mod
els which use B30 as an energy sate.
Michelin's Conception &
Développement PSI psented its Hy-
Light prototype that runs on fuel cells
generated flom hydrogen. Fench
prototypes such as the Hy-Light and
Renault's Eco eceived some of the
highest grades in aeas such as CO2
emissions, local pollutants and noise.
Fod Motor Company also showed its
Edge with HySeries driving ptotype,
featuring a plug-in fuel cell hybrid
propulsion system generated fym
hydrogen. Automobile manufacturers
were not the only ones to participate
this year: the U.S. Envimmental
Potection Agency displayed its
prototype UPS Package Car with a
Hybrid ICE/Hydraulics mpulsion
system that runs on diesel.

For moe information, please visit:
www .challengebibendum.com

6 NEWS FROM FRANCE

Business and Technology

France Gfers nline Svices for Hindicapped érsons

A naw sevice has ben
creaed for handi
caped persans that
will facilitate acess o
recently  publishd
books m@angng from
best-sHers © docu-
mentaries,and can kb
launched from ary
device ®nnected to
the intemet. Originally
launched as angeri-
mental phase fom
January 2006 o
Septenber 2007,the innovative approad is designed to

openrate like a pulic library by making lmoks aailade ©

the handicaped in three rmats:PDF PRC (palm pilot
applicaton) and WMA (audio file) and can & real with

JAWS (b AcessWith Speet), a sceen realer for

Windows use by mary visually impaired. La Bibiotheque
numéique pur le Handicap(BnH—Digital Library for

Handicaped Rersms), the sevice pasts moe than 1,000
titles andfunctions nuch like a nomal library where oks

The new Bnh service facilitates
access to the handicapped.

can ke decked in or out while resgecing the ights d the
authors.

The tooks wil not be availabe in an daped version
(large ®&xt, Braille,etc.), but will be acessite © those wo
might othewise not hae awess ¢ them because btheir
disahlity. The aim @ the pogram is b "offer an alapted
ace@ss 0 books,not ecaess ¢ adapted books." Although it
is curently only availade in meropolitan Fance, BnH
plans b first expand @ a naibnal lesd before taking a the iner-
natonal sene.

Alain Ratez,BnH's managr, made a s#p in this diec-
tion by siqing an ageement with the Fench National
Library. The ageement will alow uses © acess pulic
domain books flom the database.

Hewlett-Padard Frane lrought the pogram a stp dos
e to its gal by donating in November, laptop computers
and poviding the sevice fre-d-charge at the Bymond-
Paincaré Hospitallocakd in the ouskirts d Paris. The sev-
ice is @siged to provide paients awonomy as thg real. For
example,one edinology alows uses b dired a @mputer
mouse using heamovements and lowing through a se-
cializd piece D perform a "dick" fundion. Anothe version
allows uses b move the mouse ith their chins.

CitySpeaker WveilsTounsm Svices for iRone

The iPhme,one d the most aritipated pieces d technol-
ogy this holidy seaso, debutel in Fane a1 November
28.The ghone is leing sold though FraneTeecom's sib-
sidialy, Orange. The iPhme — an innoative cevice in its
own right — has akaly inspired mary to think of creatve
soltions br a \ariety of needs,including a sevice dfered
for tourists. CitySpealer.fr, for example,is a Fench firm
that specializs in audiodurs that can & cownloadel to a
variety of devices,including iRods and otheMP3 plyers.

The aplicaton will enale tourists b use th& iPhones as The iPhone debuted in France

guides b sane d Frane's most ppular tourist destna-

tions. On its awn, the
iPhone dfers fatues that
will further enhane the
experience d those tavel-
ing, allowing uses D locae
tourist atractions and othe
destnations using the &e
Googe Maps aplication, as
wel as plae phone caks ©
these loatons with just the
tap d a finger.

on November 28.

New Rsitive Ehergy School @&es Gf "Green"Vibration

Frane's fist sbool "a énegie psitve' ("positive eergy")
was inauguated on Novenber 10 in Limé-Brévannesa
Paris siburb. Rositive energy is dfined as the pduction of
more aergy than e ©nsumes.200 éementary sthool
students atend the shool, L'E®le &an-louis Marquéez,a
30,000-sgare-foot fecility that epresats yet anothe
French initiative b combat dobal waming.

The sbool's eergy production exceels its onsump-
tion thanks 6 the 7,500 sgare fd of solar panks affied
to its mof and faade. To maintain a lav use 6 energy,
the kuilding enploys a mmber of special ecniques and
technologies, paying paticular atention to coling and
heatng.

To ke the huilding ool during wamer weathe, the
windows ae @ened at night to alow fresh air & ol the
building down for casses the meday. During the dg,
exterior window shales poted against sin rays. In the
winter, a gothermal heat-pump uses epaly instaled
cals that hae keen extended as faas 200de beow gound,
to circulae waér dowrward, where the émperature of the

eath is sigificantly wamer than the air abve gound.
The waér collects the heat and @ulaes it bak into a se-
cial fumace in the sgool which mnvetts the natiral ener-
gy into heat ér the dassooms.Additionally, the stool is
kept even wamer using a sgcial \entilation system that
captures heat m the air lefore expeling it.

The huilding is ca€fully insulated for both the simmer
and winter. Instead of the standadt 5-6 intes @ insulation,
this kuilding has oe 8. Additionally, ubiquitous wndows
reduce the ned for artificial lighting and aetriple-vitragg,
meaning eeh window has thee panesfoglass sgarated by
thin pockes d air to keg heat fom entering or escaping

While this poject may sem ambtious, the sbool is
just ;e example & what will scon becane a nabnal stan
dard in Frane: by 2020all new mnstructions nust ke a
énegie msitve as otlined in theGrendle dd'Environnenent
(see NFF 07.11)Frane's omprehensive plan ér envi-
ronmental action and sistainatle devdopment over the
coming years. For more information, please #it:
www.limeil-brevannes.fr



Cultural Highlights

FHnal Phase of M-3noking hitiative to Take Eect

The final fhase bFran@'s tvo-sep
initiative aimel at leducing smokingd
promote a healthiecommunity is steto
take dfed this ®ming Aruary 1. The
first stag d the iniiative was imple
mented on Febwuary 1, 2007, when
smoking wasnphibited in pulic fecili-
ties sch as:stools, sports @enters,
sbores, hospitals,doctors’ dfices,busk
ness fiicesjrain staions,airports, the-
aters,and al public transprtation.

The seond and final stag d the
restiction will ban smoking in ba;
casinosdisotheques,restauants and cafs. Even though
these saial \erues hae kean gven a me-year gace period
in order to adapt to the ©de,a woluntary regulaion strong-
ly encourages estauant ovners D place a "N-smoking
estalishment" sticker in their windows.

The second step of the Fr ench smoking ban in
closed areas will take ef fect January 1.

The dfeds d cigartte smok
ing remain a pewalet issie
throughout the world. Accoding
to the US.National Gnter for
Chronic Disease revention and
Health FPomotion, smoking is
related to aproximatly me d
evey five ceaths in the bited
Staks gely year Expoaure D se-
ond-hand smok has ke to a fatal
ity rate d neaty 5,000 fench citi-
zens pr yearand the gvenment
is taking the puliz health initative
vely seiously. Sane 175,000rench agnts hae ke assiged to
ovese the lgislaion's implenentation in puldic spaes,stae
offices and pvate work places vith the duty o penalizing smok
ers who disegad the lav. Fran@'s smoking barrants hge br
a lreath d fresh air and a healthisxiety in yeas b mme.

Fance LaunchesuBlic Health Nutrition Program in Schools

"An apple a dg kegs the dctor
avay," so the xpressio goesput
it was the fench govenment, not
the dctor, that decided on
Novenber 12 b launt a po-
gram b distibute in-seasofruit
in sdools fiee-d-charge stating
with the 2008-2009 ool year
This moe ty Minister of
Agriculture and Fishiées Mche
Bamier and Mnister of National
Educafon Xaver Darcos will
male healtly food mae &essi
ble © the shool population, par
ticularly disalvantagd cildren.
This decisin oomes amidst
repotts that Fench children and

Starting next fall, Fr ench
schools will be handing

out fr ee fruit to pr omote
healthy eating habits.

youth under 20 @nsume bur times less @it and \egéables
than ther grandpaents. In fact, studies hae rewalel that
fruit consumption increases ith age in Fane, reaching a
peak vith adults between 55 and 65aass old.The dficial
recanmendaton in France (from the Natonal Rogram d
Nutrition and Health — PNNS) ch for the @nsumption of
at least fie sevings d fruit and \egeables @r day.

To male the PNNSecanmendatons acessilte © the
public, the National Insitute d Health FPevention and
Educaion creaed a Web sie © hdp the Fench male
smat decisims alout healtty eaing. The sie povides
guiddines onceming daiy mnsumption from eah food
group. It also maks aailade a health eaing guice (La
SantéVient en Mangean) that dfers solitions aginst
obstales b a balaned did, such as aight budget, a &n-
dency b snak, and bod restictions br religious puiposes.
For more information, please igit: mangerbouger.fr.

All "Hell* Breaks Loose in thedtlonal Libray of Fance

A three-manth long echibition being héd at the Bbliotheque Nationale & Fane (BNF) itled "L'Enfer
de la BiliothequeErs au Sest" ("The Resticted Scfon of the Library, Eros in the ®se"), is rais
ing sane g/ebrovs. Named afer an 1844 uneiground publication adebrating the pwe of lust,the
exhibition is ddicaked to enturies d French literary and atistic debaudery as wl as lmokish eos.
The vord 'TEnfer" in French means "ill," and hasefere, sine the legnning o the 19th entury, to
the pat of a the Nitional Likrary where lientious pullicaions ae lept.

The hibition, featuing agproximately 350 wrks ty Fench writers,includes neds,
pamphlets, poetry, ecasd maruscipts and acanparying desigs by such celebrated lib-
ertines as the Biquis e Side, Charles Bwuddlaire,and Riscal Pialhroughout the 16th and
20th enturies may o these éxts were ilegally pulished, bought and sold a the Back mar
ket, because theantent did not onform to the maal mdes & European soigty.

The ehibit, not necessaty desiged for the faint ¢ heat, and brbidden to those unér

the ag@ d 16, will be @en to the pultic until March 2,2008.Sane d the works ae so on-
troversial that the pesicnt of BNF Buno Recine legs his avn corner of "I'Enfer" under
close wath to ensure the pace d mind and seenity of the vsitors © the ollection, and ©
avad attracting too much attention from othe library guests.

In France,howeverthe BNF's allection of erotica has pened and tosal its cors epeat

This "X" is displayed on
the outside of the Fr ench
National Library to pr o-
mote its new exhibit that

is raising eyebr ows.

edly over the yeas in tanégm with the maal dimate d the ime. This year the exhibit startting in Decenber is sire © shel
same light on who's [Eing naudnty or nice this seaso For more information, please it: www.bnf.fr.

2007 marks the 100th anniversary
of the modern bra, an item of
clothing that has changed as
much as the century in which it
was developed. © celebrate the
bra's centennial, the Galeries
Lafayette department stoes
throughout France put on Le
Festival de la Lingerie(Lingerie
Festival), in which limited edition
commemorative bras wee sold
amidst in-stoe exhibits and pe-

sentations featuring the evolution
of the bra. The word "bra"

comes flom " Brassierg' a French
word whose mot, "bras," means

"arm." Brassiereis derived fom

"bracieré' (an archaic term for an
“"arm protector" in military armor,

which later became known as a
breast plate) that came to
describe a woman's corset.

At the turn
of the 20th
century,
many
female
doctors
and other
profession
als wee
finding the
age-old
corset to
be a hin
drance to
their work,
and the
modern
bra was
born. Paul
Poiet, a
Parisian
couturier, boosted the bra's sta
tus in the fashion world by
declaring the corsetdémodé (out
of fashion). Vogue Magazine
agreed, and, in 1907, featured a
bra in its monthly chronicle of
style. With a little support from
American socialite Mary Phelps
Jacob — who was in 1914 the
first to patent a design for a bra
— a new era was usheed in.

This pictur e, taken by
Joel Feder in 1928,
shows a woman don -
ning the moder n
“soutien-gorge,” as
the bra is called
today in Fr ench.

The bra evolved thoughout the fol-
lowing decades, taking advantage of
new advancements in poduction
and synthetic materials such as
spandex. Innovation was not the
only influence — social changes
affected the bra as well.
Feminism, for example, in the
1970s led to a temporary decline
the bra's popularity From the
1980s on, however the bra
reached new heighs of comfort,
technology and style as designers
employed ever moe innovative ides.
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L'équipe de News From
France vous souhaite de
Joyeuses fétes et une bonne

fin d'année.

News fom Fancevill not

be published during the
holiday season, but please

look fowad to the next
edition due to enter cir

lation in FEbuayy.
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Miami Heats @ with French Kissin'

French attistic influence has alays
seved as inspation to the cealve
world, and o Decenbe 4, the
intemational at shav "Fench
Kissin'in the USA" mied the fitst
time that curent energing Fench
artists vere exhibited in the United
Staes.The shav took place at the
influential Moore Spee,a Mami
artinstitution dedicaid to preset-
ing intemational ©ntemporary at
forms."Hench Kissin' in the USA,"
tited in the spit of the 1986 hit
sang by Bondie,was parof this
year's ArtBaséMiami Beah
Intemational Art Shav, and pe-
sented the vorks d 18 ontempo-
rary Fench atists wio hae not

ye been widely receivd ouside thér naive Fan@. These dists
included Add Abdessmed, who receitly qpened "Deal o Alive"
at Naw York's Museim o Modem Art (MOMA) as vel as atiana

“Séparation,” 2006, Adel Abdessemed

France in America

Trouvé, who was ecetly
avaded the pesigious
Marcd Duchamp Rize m
Odobe 20,graning he the
opportunity © cieak a piee
for the Gntre Pmpidou o
Paris in 2008.These fench
artists ceat work that iflects
the vsual podudion of the
21st entury, which is largly
multi-disciplinary, and
explores sbject matter as
diveise as the eationship
beween at and philosgphy,
music and film, and the
dep@dency d concept upon
form.To accanpary the shay,
a 30-pag ful-color catalgue

was poducad to document the exhibition and intuded an into-
ducory text by the Moore Spee directa and ehibition curabr,
Slvia Kaman Qibiné.
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